
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Preuss : Eniwicklung des Deutschen Stadtewesens 561 

Homer. Indeed, one could wish he had made more free with the rich 
store of archaeological illustration ready to his hand. Believing, as he 
does, that " the life depicted in the poems and that which is indicated 
by the Mycenaean remains are much closer than was supposed a quarter 
of a century ago ", and that " the study of Mycenaean antiquities has 
done more than anything else of recent years to throw light on the life 
of the Homeric age ", one would wish every ray of that light to be 
utilized. Take, for example, the subject of art — certainly no negligible 
element in the life of any people, but strangely neglected in this work. 
The Vaphio cups are reproduced in the chapter on Property and the 
sword-blade with the lion hunt under Homeric Arms, but without a 
word about the art in either case. Again, while we are told that 
"Hephaestus makes arms for Achilles" (p. 296), the great shield is 
nowhere described nor is there any note of its remarkable agreement in 
materials, technique and design with the inlaid dagger-blades and other 
Mycenaean works. Again (p. 304), "the Achaeans before Troy had no 
ivory, but the poet was familiar with it." Yet many of these Achaeans 
came from Mycenae whose tombs already held store of ivory in various 
forms, notably in richly carved mirror handles; while many more of 
them hailed from Knossos whose ivory sculptures now known are mira- 
cles of art. Indeed, the head here reproduced to illustrate the Homeric 
helmet is an ivory sculpture from Mycenae. 

Since he has gone to be with Homer, there is hardly left among us 
the scholar who could safely call in question Seymour's authority in the 
field of Homeric learning. And in this book he has left us a rich legacy 
— a companion to Homer that every humanist will prize and the humblest 
student may profit by. It is the ripe fruit of a devoted scholar's life; 
and it should keep his memory green as long as the poet whom he knew 
so well and cherished so fondly is remembered among us. 

J. Irving Manatt. 

BOOKS OF MEDIEVAL AND MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Die Entwicklung des Deutschen Stadtewesens. Von Hugo Preuss. 
Band I. (Leipzig: B. G. Teubner. 1906. Pp. xii, 379.) 
The present volume is the first of two in which Dr. Preuss of the 
University of Berlin proposes to outline and to analyze the evolution of 
municipal organization and civic functions in Germany from earliest 
times to the present day. Of these two volumes the first contains a 
historical survey of organic development; the second will present, the 
author promises, an outline of the growth of the various important 
civic functions, treated topically. 

The field of German municipal history has indeed been very well 
exploited during the past half-century; and the student of the subject 
has already at his service the treatises of von Maurer, Bornak, von 
Below, Kuntze, Hallman and Sohm, with several others less elaborate. 
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There is, in addition, a formidable mass of printed material relating to 
special fields of German municipal history, as, for example, the adminis- 
tration of the Hanseatic cities, and the municipal reforms of Stein. It 
has been Dr. Preuss's aim not alone to embody within moderate com- 
pass the pith of these comprehensive and detailed studies but to indicate 
the significance of each advance or reaction in municipal evolution, and 
to relate each local movement to the general political or economic ten- 
dencies of its time. To this end the author has marked off five chrono- 
logical periods to each of which a chapter of the volume has been 
allotted. These chapters deal successively with the beginnings of Ger- 
man city administration ; the political organization of cities in the Middle 
Ages with special attention to the Hansa; the municipal system during 
the era of German national absolutism in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries; the thorough reorganization of civic administration during 
and after the French Revolution ; and, finally, the development of city 
government in the German states since the time of Stein. 

The discussion is throughout comprehensive, concise and suggestive. 
It is not a mere narrative of historical events concerning the munici- 
palities, but a careful interpretation of them in the light of contemporary 
political and economic environment; in truth, it might fairly be termed 
an essay on the philosophy of German municipal history. The writer's 
thorough mastery of the background of German political and economic 
history has enabled him to give to much of his narrative a distinctly 
new and illuminating interpretation, as well as to place in their proper 
perspective many local movements which have not always been so placed. 
This is especially true of his excellent chapter on the municipal systems 
of the absolutist regime; but it is a salient feature of the volume as a 
whole. Indeed it is precisely this feature that gives the book its chief 
claim to value. 

While the volume, unlike most works of its kind, is entirely unpro- 
vided with foot-notes or bibliographical apparatus, the broad scope of 
the author's study and research, as well as his hauslicher Fleiss in con- 
densing the results into readable narrative, are afforded convincing testi- 
mony by the text itself. In fact its qualities of proportion, arrangement 
and style are not least among the merits of the book. When the work 
reaches completion it will undoubtedly receive due recognition as an 
important contribution to our knowledge of the subject with which it 
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William Bennett Munro. 

The Mongols: A History. By Jeremiah Curtin. With a Fore- 
word by Theodore Roosevelt. ( Boston : Little, Brown and 
Company. 1908. Pp. xxvi, 426.) 

Jeremiah Curtin will live in the memory of students through his 
many valuable studies of the myths and folk-lore of various peoples of 
the old and new worlds, while the English-speaking nations owe him a 



